
MILLER PLACE UFSD 
Your Child and Second Grade 

 
 
 

Dear Parents: 
 
 This booklet outlines the Second Grade program, which is based on the Miller 
Place UFSD curriculum guides and the New York State Learning Standards.  It is 
designed to assist you in becoming familiar with the academic and cultural experiences of 
second grade students and will provide a helpful reference throughout the school year. 
 

In implementing this program, it is the goal of the second grade staff to offer 
diverse experiences while teaching important basic skills.  The collaborative effort of 
both parents and educators will expand learning, stimulate a variety of interests and 
develop good work-study habits. 
 
 In a rapidly changing global society students must be prepared to meet the 
challenges of the twenty-first century.  By incorporating the New York State Learning 
Standards, our children will be able to access and incorporate knowledge to solve 
problems competently and compete effectively in the work force. 
 
 
 
       Ms. Susan Hodun 
       Assistant Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                 



MILLER PLACE SCHOOLS 
Striving for Excellence 

 
 The Miller Place School District’s mission is to educate all students to their fullest 
potential by providing opportunities for learning that is challenging and effective. 
 
 The education will enable all students to master the knowledge, skills, strategies, 
and attitudes necessary to become lifelong learners and responsible citizens. 
 
AN UNDERSTANDING OF SYSTEMS  CAREER PREPARATION 
 
Students will possess the ability to understand             Students will be able to 
identify career and employment 
and apply systems of reasoning and logic to  opportunities related to their aptitude 
and interest and will 
solve problems and create new concepts  be prepared to enter upon 
post/secondary education and/or 
       career level employment. 
 
COMMUNICATION SKILLS   CITIZENSHIP 
 
Using the standards and conventions of written            Students will posses the skills, 
knowledge, understanding 
and spoken English, students will read, write,            and attitudes necessary to 
participate in our democratic 
listen and speak clearly, confidently and             society. 
effectively for information and understanding, for 
critical analysis and evaluation, for literary   INTERPERSONAL 
RELATIONSHIP SKILLS 
response and expression, and for social interaction.  
       Students will have the skills and 
understanding 
CULTURAL AND ARTISTIC AWARENESS of how to work cooperatively as a 
contributing member 
       of a group. 
Students will know, recognize, and understand 
artistic, cultural, and intellectual accomplishments LIFE-LONG LEARNERS 
of past and present civilizations, and will have the  
skills for personal artistic expression. Students will be self-directed 

learners having the motivation, 
capacity and skills for under-taking 
new studies  

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP and synthesizing new knowledge and 
experiences. 

 
Students will understand the ecological and 



economic consequences of choices in the use of the 
environment and natural resources. 



GLOBAL UNDERSTANDING PROBLEM SOLVING 
 
Students will be able to understand, analyze,  Students will use intellectual skills 
critically, 
compare, contrast, and evaluate political,  and creatively for analysis, synthesis, 
and 
economic, and social systems, past and present             evaluation when planning 
and developing 
of this country and other countries. goals, solving problems and making 

decisions. 
 
TECHNOLOGICAL SKILLS   SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
 
Students will understand the use of diverse  Students will take responsibility for 
their 
technologies in personal academic, and work  actions and demonstrate ethical 
environments to compete in a global economy             behavior towards self and 
others. 
and to enhance the quality of life. 
 
THE ABILITY TO ACQUIRE AND USE  WELLNESS 
INFORMATION 
 
Students will possess the ability to locate,  Students will possess the knowledge 
and 
manage, evaluate, integrate, and expand responsibility needed for physical,  
information using a variety of print and intellectual and emotional wellness 

in 
non-print resources and information their daily lives. 
facilities. 
 
The Miller Place School District believes that: 
 
 Children are our community’s most valuable asset 
 All children can succeed in learning 
 Every individual has inherent worth 
 Children learn at different rates and in different ways 
 Learning is a lifelong process 
 Our democratic form of government thrives upon an educated citizenry 
 Parents bear primary responsibility for the welfare and development of their 

children 
 Excellence in learning is directly related to excellence in teaching 
 The school district is accountable to the public 
 Understanding and appreciation of cultural diversity are critical to world peace 

and harmony 



 Education is shared responsibility of the school, student, family, government, and 
the entire community 

 A core of common values and ethical conduct are fundamental to sustaining our 
society 

 All children have the capacity to become responsible citizens 
 Each individual is entitled to equal opportunities 



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
New York State Standards for English Language Arts 

 
Standard 1:  Language for Information and Understanding 

Students will listen, speak, read and write for information and 
understanding.  As listeners and readers, students will collect data, facts, 
and ideas; discover relationships, concepts, and generalizations; and use 
knowledge generated from oral, written, and electronically produced 
texts.  As speakers and writers, they will use oral and written language 
that follows the accepted conventions of the English Language to 
acquire, interpret, apply and transmit information. 
 

Standard 2:  Language for Literary Response and Expression 
Students will read and listen to oral, written, and electronically produced 
texts and performances from American and world literature; relate texts 
and performances to their own lives; and develop an understanding of the 
diverse social, historical and cultural dimensions the texts and 
performances represent.  As speakers and writers, students will use oral 
and written language that follows the accepted conventions of the 
English Language for self-expression and artistic creation. 
 

Standard 3:  Language for Critical Analysis and Evaluation 
Students will listen speak, read, and write for critical analysis and 
evaluation.  As listeners and readers, students will analyze experiences, 
ideas, information, and issues presented by others using a variety of 
established criteria.  As speakers and writers, they will use oral and 
written language that follow the accepted conventions of the English 
Language to present, from a variety of perspectives, their opinions and 
judgments on experiences, ideas, information and issues. 
 

Standard 4:  Language for Social Interaction 
Students will listen, speak, read and write for social interaction.  
Students will use oral and written language that follows the accepted 
conventions of the English language for effective social communication 
with a wide variety of people.  As readers and listeners, they will use the 
social communications of others to enrich their understanding of people 
and their views. 
 
 



 
 

 



The Literacy Collaborative 
 
 In addition to being a basal district, the Miller Place School District is currently 
involved in the Lesley University Literacy Collaborative.  The Literacy Collaborative 
is a thoroughly researched model of literacy instruction.  The teachers at the primary 
level have received extensive staff development in order to successfully implement 
this type of instruction.  We are in the process of training the intermediate level 
teachers.  In addition to the classroom literacy program, there are various safety nets 
available to the child who needs support such as Reading Recovery and Remedial 
Reading. 
 
 The instructional framework used at both the elementary and intermediate levels 
consist of many literacy experiences that provide for a tremendous amount of 
authentic reading and writing.  A key principle of the Literacy Collaborative is that 
children are engaged in different types of experiences.  (These activities range from 
those which require a high level of teacher support, to activities which require a level 
of student independence.)  The ultimate goal of the program is to make the students 
successful independent readers and writers as they advance through the grades. 
 
 At the primary level, the instructional framework includes the following types of 
reading experiences: reading aloud to children, shared reading, guided reading, and 
independent reading.  Guided reading gives teachers the opportunity to work with 
students on their individual level.  All students are assessed to determine their level.  
The students then meet in leveled groups for practice and instruction. 
 
 Students are also engaged in many different types of writing experiences: 
language experience/shared writing, interactive writing, writing workshop, 
independent writing, phonics and word study.  These reading and writing elements 
are connected through the systematic study of letters, words, and how they work.  
They are integrated through a variety of themes, assessed through documentation of 
progress, and linked to families through home involvement. 
 
 At the intermediate level the instructional framework includes three blocks: 
reading, writing, and language/word study.  Students engage in three kinds of 
reading: independent reading, guided reading, and literature study.  They also engage 
in three kinds of writing: independent writing, guided writing, and writing in the 
content areas.  The language/word study block includes a variety of language, word, 
and text experiences usually conducted with a group.  The elements of the 
intermediate framework are connected through oral, visual, and technological 
communication, assessed through documentation of progress, and linked to families 
through home involvement.  
 



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
 

The goals and outcomes of the English Language Arts program are organized into 
five categories or domains. The domains represent the major areas of literature based, 
integrated language arts instruction and assessment.  Within each domain, there are sub-
categories of specific strategies and skills. 
 
 The instructional design of the program is a recursive one; that is, the same major 
strategies and skills are taught across units in a grade level and across grade levels of the 
series. 
 
 The emphasis is on progress; the progress students are making in applying 
strategies in more sophisticated context.  The emphasis is also on students personalizing 
strategies and transferring them to different contexts; not only other reading contexts, but 
also other curriculum area contexts. 
 
Reading   Comprehension Strategies 
    Vocabulary Strategies 
    Decoding and Phonics 
    Print Literacy 
 
Writing   Written Expression 
    Conventions of Language 
 
Listening, Speaking,  Multicultural Perspectives 
and Viewing   Writer’s Craft/Artist’s Craft 
    Personal Interest and Attitudes 
 
Study Skills and  Study Skills 
Information Resource Information Resources 
 



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
PROGRAM GOALS 

  
 The second grade reading program begins with a review of the skills learned in 
Kindergarten and First Grade, specifically the letters and the sounds they make.  Students 
review how to write the letters, both capital and lower case, and their sequence in the 
alphabet. 
 
 The program then moves into the areas of sound and their spellings; long vowel 
sounds, short vowel sounds, and consonant sounds.  This is followed by vowel and 
consonant blends and those sounds as well. 
 
 Students are taught to read words and build these words into sentences.  Reading 
is taught through a combination of a phonetic approach and sight vocabulary.  Sight 
vocabulary is the ability to read words on sight rather than sounding them out each time 
they are seen.  Comprehension of what is being read is very important. 
 
 In second grade, students take part in activities designed to teach them to: 

a. Listen for specific information 
b. Write complete sentences in proper order using capital letters at the beginning 

and periods at the end 
c. Add to the original sentences by using adjectives and adverbs 
d. Dictate a story, including factual information about one of their own 

experiences 
e. Write a minimum of three complete sentences in correct order-first, next, last 
f. Write a minimum of three complete sentences related to a main idea or topic 

using grammar appropriate to the grade level 
g. Write a simple letter to a pen pal, relative, or a friend and an invitation in 

proper format 
h. Use rhyming words and rhyming patterns 
i. Form all letters of the alphabet  
j. Print letters neatly regarding penmanship 



READING LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 
 

I. COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES 
A. Using pre-reading strategies 

1. Preview 
2. Activate prior knowledge 
3. Set purposes 

 
B. Using Comprehension Monitoring (Fix-up Strategies) 

1. Ask Questions 
2. Visualize 
3. Adjust reading rate 
4. Re-read 
5. Use decoding and vocabulary strategies 

 
C. Using Comprehension Strategies to Relate Ideas 

1. Make inferences 
2. Make, confirm, or review predictions 
3. Analyze story elements (character, plot, setting, narrative or 

character’s point of view, tone mood, theme, style) 
4. Recognize Literary Genres (narrative, expository, fiction, 

nonfiction) 
 

D. Organize Information 
1. Main idea and supporting details 
2. Cause and effect      
3. Problem and solution 
4. Categories 
5. Sequence of events 
6. Steps in a process 
7. Comparison and Contrast 
8. Spatial Relationships 
9. Use illustrations, photos, headings, subheadings 

 
E. Using Comprehension Strategies-Synthesize Ideas 

1. Summarize 
2. Make, confirm, or revise predictions 
3. Draw conclusions 
4. Form Generalizations 

 
F. Evaluate Ideas 

1. Distinguish between important and unimportant information 
2. Make judgments and decisions 
3. Distinguish between fantasy and reality 
4. Evaluate fact and opinion/nonfact 
5. Recognize techniques of persuasion and propaganda 



6. Evaluate evidence and sources of information 
7. Evaluate author’s purpose and point of view 

 
G. Generate and Apply Ideas 

1. Reflect and respond to literature 
2. Extend meaning 

 
II. VOCABULARY STRATEGIES: 

A. Context Clues for: 
1. Unfamiliar words 
2. Multiple-meaning words 
3. Homophones 
4. Figurative language 
5. Content-area and specialized vocabulary 

 
B. Structural Clues 

1. Inflectional endings (-er, -est, -s, -es, -ed, -ing) 
2. Plurals (regular and irregular) 
3. Compound words 
4. Contractions 
5. Possessives 
6. Prefixes and suffixes 
7. Root words and combining forms/etymology 

 
C. Relate Words and Concepts 

1. Synonyms and antonyms 
2. Word Categories 

 
III. DECODING AND PHONICS 

A. Recognize sound/letter relationships 
1. Consonant, blends, digraphs 
2. Vowels (short, long, diphthongs, variants) 
3. Vowels and phonograms 
 

B. Use Decoding skills 
1. Blending 
2. Substitution 
3. Rhyming 
4. Known words/word parts 
5. Consonant and vowel patterns 

 
C. Print Literacy 

1. Understands concepts about print 
2. Directionality  
3. Letter, word, sentence 
4. Punctuation 



 
IV. TYPES OF READING MATERIALS 
 

A. Library books, fiction, non-fiction, biographies, poems, plays, etc. 
B. Basal Readers 
C. Authentic Literature 
D. Textbooks 
E. Newspapers and magazines 
F. Electronically produced text 



WRITING LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 
 

I. WRITTEN EXPRESSION 
 

A. Use Composition strategies 
 

B. Pre-writing 
1. Generate ideas (brainstorm, visualize, make a list, etc.) 
2. Choose and narrow topics 
3. Identify purpose and audience 
4. Select writing mode: narrative, descriptive, expository, 

persuasive 
 

C. Select Writing Form 
               1.  Journal 
               2.  Message/lists 
               3.  Paragraph 

               4.  Story 
5. Description 
6. Personal narrative 
7. Autobiography 
8. How-to 
9. Play (scene) 
10. Advertisement 
11. Summary 
12. Comparison/contrast 
13. Book report 
14. Report 
15. Invitation 
16. Thank you note 
17. Friendly letter 
18. Gather ideas and information 

 
D. Writing a First Draft 

  1.  Draft compositions for specific purposes and audiences, and to 
capture                            ideas. 

2. Use different organizational techniques to support and develop a 
central idea 

 
E. Revising 

                                 1. Evaluate content, organization, topic development, transition, 
clarity, and                   

                   appropriateness of language, word and sentence variety, 
appropriateness                  

     to the purpose and audience 



             F.  Revise a First Draft Composition 
1. Add information and ideas 
2. Elaborate upon topics 
3. Eliminate unrelated details and sentences 
4. Rewrite to include a variety of word choices and sentence 

types/structures 
5. Clarify and refine ideas 
6. Combine sentences 
7. Evaluate revisions made by self and others 

 
 G.  Proofreading 

1. Proofread and edit a composition 
2. Check spelling, punctuation, and capitalization 

 
H. Publishing 

1. Share composition with others 
2. Use appropriate manuscript style 

 
II. CONVENTIONS OF LANGUAGE 

 
A. Use Standard Grammar and Usage 

1. Recognize correct word order in sentences 
2. Recognize correct sentence order in paragraphs 
3. Recognize complete and incomplete sentences 
4. Recognize kinds of sentences: declarative, interrogative, 

exclamatory, imperative 
5. Recognize sentence structures: simple, compound, 

complex, compound-complex 
 

B. Use Standard Capitalization, Punctuation, and Spelling 
C. Use Legible Handwriting (manuscript) 



LISTENING AND SPEAKING LEARNING EXPECTATION 
 

 The ability to listen and communicate orally is stressed in all aspects of the 
Language Arts Program.  In addition, these important lifetime skills are included and 
developed in all subject areas. 
 

 Use appropriate sequences and organizational skills in preparing formal 
oral presentations 

 Synthesize information from a variety of sources to prepare oral 
presentations 

 Summarize information that is heard, using effective vocabulary and 
conventional spoken English 

 Develop and expand expressive vocabulary 
 Listen to literature to determine mood and feeling, to make inferences and 

to predict outcomes 
 Share personal experiences and appreciate those of others 
 Use critical thinking and problem solving skills 
 Support statements of opinion and values with references to text and 

outside sources including technology 
 Apply principles of good listening and speaking in a full range of social 

situations 
 Identify and interpret vocal infections, body language, visual aids, and 

figures of speech that facilitate oral message 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 

 The ultimate purpose of assessment in the English Language Arts is to improve 
learning.  All assessment examines the learning that is taking place in the classroom.  
Assessment of a student’s abilities in the integrated language arts begins with the 
teacher’s daily observations of the student’s progress in the language arts learning 
expectations.  Daily classroom activities stress the importance of learning language as an 
integrated process.  The most complete assessment, therefore, tests language in the same 
way combining aspects of the four language arts domains in one assessment event. 
 
 Assessment is embedded in the learning process and not layered on as an 
afterthought.  It is an integral and ongoing part of instruction.  A primary result of 
assessment should be to instill in children knowledge about, and confidence in, their own 
learning. 
 
 Homework is an important element in a teacher’s assessment of a student’s 
abilities.  Exercises completed at home as guided practice independent reading and 
research are typical assessments, often assigned as homework. 
 
  



Typical modes of assessment in the English Language Arts are: 
 

 Oral presentations 
 Responses to literature 
 Analysis of story elements 
 Gathering and reporting information 
 Writing directions or instructions 
 Teacher observations 
 Journal writing 
 Homework – including studying and independent reading 
 Standardized test 



New York State Standards for Mathematics, 
Science and Technology 

 
Standard 1: Analysis, Inquiry and Design 

  Students will use mathematical analysis, scientific inquiry, and engineering 
design    
  as appropriate, to pose questions, seek answers, and develop solutions. 
 

Standard 2: Information Systems 
Students will access, generate, process and transfer information using 
appropriate technologies. 
 

Standard 3: Mathematics 
Students will understand mathematics and become mathematically confident 
by communicating and reasoning mathematically, by applying mathematics 
in real world settings, and by solving problems through the integrated study 
of number systems, geometry, algebra, data analysis, probability, and 
trigonometry. 
 

Standard 4: Science 
Students will understand and apply scientific concepts, principles, and 
theories pertaining to the physical setting and living environment and 
recognize the historical development of ideas in science. 
 

Standard 5: Technology 
Students will apply technological knowledge and skills to design, construct, 
use, and evaluate products and systems to satisfy human and environmental 
needs. 
 

Standard 6: Interconnectedness: Common Themes 
Students will understand the relationships and common themes that connect 
mathematics, science and technology and apply the themes to these and 
other areas of learning. 

 
Standard 7: Interdisciplinary Problem Solving 

Students will apply the knowledge and thinking skills of mathematics, 
science, and technology to address real-life problems and make informed 
decisions. 
 



 
 
 



NEW YORK STATE STANDARDS OF MATHEMATICS 
 
 

Standard 1: Mathematical Reasoning 
Students will use mathematical reasoning to analyze mathematical 
situations, make conjectures, gather evidence, and construct an argument. 
 

Standard 2: Number and Numeration 
Students will use number sense and numeration to develop an 
understanding of the multiple uses of numbers in the real world, the use of 
numbers to communicate mathematically, and the use of numbers in the 
development of mathematical ideas. 
 

Standard 3: Operations 
Students will use mathematical operations and relationships among them to 
understand mathematics. 
 

Standard 4: Modeling/Multiple Representation 
Students will use mathematical modeling/multiple representation to provide 
a means of presenting, interpreting, communicating, and connection 
mathematical information and relationships. 

 
Standard 5: Measurement 

Students will use measurement in both metric and English measure to 
provide a major link between the abstractions of mathematics and the real 
world in order to describe and compare objects and data. 

 
Standard 6: Understanding  

Students will use ideas of uncertainty to illustrate that mathematics involves 
more than exactness when dealing with everyday situations. 
 

Standard 7: Patterns/Functions 
Students will use patterns and functions to develop mathematical power, 
appreciate the true beauty of mathematics, and construct generalizations 
that describe patterns simply and efficiently. 
 
 
 



 



MATHEMATICS 
 
 

 The Mathematics Program in the Miller Place Elementary Schools recognizes the 
diversity of our students who come to school with a wide range of abilities and who may 
pursue multiple pathways to learn effectively.  A variety of instructional strategies and 
materials are employed to enhance student learning.  Our curriculum is conceptually 
oriented, aligned with the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, and enables 
students to acquire clear and stable concepts by constructing meaning in the context of 
physical situations.  Students are actively engaged in doing mathematics.  Our curriculum 
includes a broad range of content and makes appropriate use of calculators and 
computers.  Communication with and about mathematics and mathematics reasoning 
permeates the curriculum. 

 
 
 
 

MATHEMATICS PROGRAM GOALS 
 

 The primary goal of the mathematics program is to enable every student to master 
mathematics and critical thinking skills.  Students will be expected to meet established 
standards in order to excel as students, and must be fully prepared to succeed as adults.  
Students are given multiple opportunities to master math concepts, and master the 
computational and thinking skills to apply them.  This program is organized to help 
students achieve mastery.   
 
                                                      
 



 
  



MATHEMATICS LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 
 
I.    NUMBERS AND NUMBER THEORY 

 Uses place value manipulative to represent numbers through 1000 
 Counts, identifies, and writes numbers 0-1000 
 Identifies and learns place value through 1000 
 Identifies odd and even numbers 
 Identifies ordinal numbers first through thirty-first 
 Manipulates equal parts of a whole as a fraction (1/2, 1/3, 1/4, 1/5, 1/8, 1/10) 

 
II.   MEASUREMENT 

 Understands calendar concepts-day, month, year 
 Measures time in hours, half hours, quarter hours, 5 minutes, and AM/PM 
 Measures elapsed time using analog and digital clocks 
 Selects appropriate measurement tools 
 Measures length using inch, foot, yard, centimeter, and meter 
 Measures mass using pound, ounce, gram, and kilogram 
 Measures volume using gallon, half gallon, quart, pint, and liter 
 Measures temperature using Fahrenheit and Celsius thermometers 
 Counts money using pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters, half-dollars, and dollars 
 Begins to make change up to one dollar 
 Begins to use dollar sign and decimal point 

 
III.  PROBABILITY 

 Demonstrates ability to make reasonable estimates in time, money, and 
measurement 

 Makes estimates and compares to actual results 
 Explores and reinforces concept of probability 

 
IV.  PATTERNS AND FUNCTIONS 

 Recognizes, describes, extends, and creates complex patterns 
 Uses a variety of manipulatives and technologies to explore patterns 
 Skip counts (2’s, 3’s, 5’s, 10’s, 20’s) 
 Uses greater than, less than, and equal to (>, <, =) to order and compare 

numbers to 1000 
 
V.   OPERATIONS 

 Masters basic addition facts up to 18 
 Masters basic subtraction facts from 18 
 Uses manipulatives to show how addition and subtraction are opposites 
 Explains or illustrates strategies for computing whole numbers 
 Adds with no regrouping to 3 digits 
 Adds with regrouping to 2 digits 
 Relates repeated addition to multiplication facts 



 Uses manipulatives to explore facts up to 25 
 Explores division as a process of sharing 



VI.  STATISTICS 
 Records information with tallies and pictographs 
 Reads, interprets and designs graphs 
 Explores and develops relationships between two and three dimensional 

geometric shapes 
 Uses maniplulatives to explore symmetry 
 Uses pattern blocks to recognize and identify shapes 
 Uses tan grams to create pictures 

 
VII.  MATHEMATICAL REASONING 

 Uses logical reasoning to reach simple conclusions 
 Justifies answers and solutions processes, including in written form 
 Uses models, known facts, properties, and relationships to explain one’s 

thinking 
 
VIII. PROBLEM SOLVING 

 Chooses the operation 
 Recognizes important and unimportant information 
 Uses logical reasoning 
 Sets a purpose 
 Uses data 

 
IX.   GEOMETRY 

 Understands perimeter and area 
 Knows attributes of plane figures/solid figures 
 Combines shapes 
 Understands congruent figures 
 Recognizes plane figures 

o Circle 
o Parallelogram 
o Pentagon 
o Rectangle 
o Square 
o Triangle 

 Relates plane figures to solid figures 
 Knows solid figures 

o Cone 
o Cube  
o Cylinder 
o Pyramid 
o Rectangular prism 
o Sphere 

 Understands line of Symmetry 
o Volume 

 



ASSESSMENT FOR MATHEMATICS MAY INCLUDE: 
 

 Multiple choice and/or free response book tests 
 Periodic practice exercises 
 Written and oral examinations, teacher created 
 Teacher observation 
 Terra Nova Standardized Test 



SCIENCE 
 
 
 The science program at the elementary level strives to provide the student with a 
sense of discovery and excitement for the study of science.  It is dedicated to the idea that 
science has a place in every child’s life and extends into adulthood.  The program 
develops the student’s ability to use the scientific method, develop thinking and 
reasoning skills, in order to solve problems. 
 
 Students will acquire knowledge about how science has contributed to our 
understanding of the natural world.  Students will also become knowledgeable about how 
scientific concepts have developed through history.  They will also demonstrate an 
understanding of the interconnectedness of math, science, and technology.  The program 
aims to promote the ability to use the scientific method to develop critical thinking skills 
and a logical approach to problem solving. 
 
 
 
 

 



SCIENCE LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 
 
 Topics of study encompass Physical, Life, and Earth Science with an emphasis on 
the development of Inquiry Skills through a hands-on approach. 
 
INQUIRY SKILLS: 

 Identify a problem  
 Predict an outcome  
 Investigate/experiment  
 Observe  
 Measure results  
 Record data  
 Sort and classify  
 Draw a conclusion  

 
I.    ANIMAL LIFE 

 Develop the concept that animals have characteristics that enable them to meet 
their needs  

 Discuss that animal systems have functions that help them live and thrive  
 Recognize that some animals are extinct or endangered  
 Develop respect for all living things  
 Compare and contrast various life cycles  
 Determine that living things are interdependent  

 
II.   INTERACTIONS 

 Develop the understanding that objects and events have distinctive properties  
 Demonstrate that properties of an object can be changed by an event in which the 

object is involved.  
 
III.  PLANT LIFE 

 Develop the concept that plants have properties that enable them to meet their 
needs  

 Following observations, demonstrate that plants go through stages of development 
during their life spans  

 Explain how properties of plants vary  
 Demonstrate the effect of seasonal changes on plants  
 Observe plant growth via multimedia technology  

 
IV.  WEATHER 

 Develop an understanding of the vocabulary associated with weather.  
 Explain the natural phenomena which contribute to the formation of different 

types of weather.  



TECHNOLOGY 
 
 

 Technology in the Miller Place School District is used as a learning tool.  
Students retrieve, enter, process, display, and communicate age-appropriate information 
in various forms using text, tables, pictures and other sources, as they become available. 
 
 Students will demonstrate the ability to ethically utilize technology and critically 
evaluate technological information.  They understand this technology is continually 
changing and impacts change in society and their environment. 
 
 Miller Place students will utilize technology to help them make informed 
decisions and solve real-life problems.  The technology in the classroom allows students 
to learn in an environment without walls.  Students have the ability to access the world in 
their quest for knowledge. 
 
 
 
 

 



TECHNOLOGY LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 
K-2 GRADE 

 
 

I.  COMMUNICATIONS: 
Students will use technology to communicate effectively and creatively. 
 
A.  Students will communicate through applications software. 
 

 Create documents using word processing skills and simple publishing     
      programs 
 Create graphics. 
 Create tables, graphs and charts. 

 
B.  Students will communicate visually, graphically, and artistically through multimedia              
      presentations. 
  

 Have some beginning knowledge of analog and digital cameras. 
 Use audio equipment. 

 
II. INFORMATION PROCESSING: 
 
 Students will use technology to access, retrieve, evaluate and interpret visual/auditory     
information. 
 
A. Students will access and retrieve electronic information. 

 Use search strategies such as key words. 
 Use electronic encyclopedias and catalogs. 
 Use network information systems. 
 

B. Students will use information to support learning in all content areas. 
 
III. PRODUCTIVITY: 

 
Students will use technology and its applications to maximize productivity and 
effectiveness. 
 
A. Student will use technology to enhance their productivity. 
 

 Use technology to develop learning and process skills. 
 Use software for drill and practice and to gain new concepts. 
 Develop strategies for problem solving, critical and creative thinking. 

 
B. Students will develop basic technology skills. 
 

 Select and use appropriate technology. 



 Develop basic keyboarding skills. 
 Operate peripheral devices. 
 Use basic technology vocabulary and knowledge 
 Care for technology equipment and use it safely. 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

New York State Standards for Social Studies 
 

Standard 1: History of the United States and New York 
Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their 
understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning 
points in the history of the United States. 
 

Standard 2: World History 
Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their 
understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning 
points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a 
variety of perspectives. 
 

Standard 3: Geography 
Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their 
understanding of the geography of the interdependent world in which we 
live – local, national, and global – including the distribution of people, 
places, and environments over the Earth’s surface. 
 

Standard 4: Economics 
Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their 
understanding of how the United States and other societies develop 
economic systems and associated institutions to allocate scarce resources, 
how major decision-making units function in the United States and other 
national economies, and how an economy solves the scarcity problem 
through market and non-market mechanisms. 
 

Standard 5: Civics, Citizenship, and Government 
Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their 
understanding of the necessity for establishing governments; the 
governmental system of the United States and other nations; the United 
States Constitution; the basic civic values of American constitutional 
democracy; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, 
including avenues of participation. 
 
 
 



 



SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAM GOALS 
 
 
 In the grade 2 social studies program, students explore rural, urban, and suburban 
communities, concentrating on communities in the United States.  The student’s own 
community  serves as an example for studying about and understanding other 
communities.  Students study about communities from the perspectives of the five social 
studies learning standards.  Community studies include content examples from cultures 
other than the students’ own, and from a variety of perspectives including geographic, 
socioeconomic, and ethnic.  Students continue to learn how to locate places on maps and 
globes and how different communities are influenced by geographic and environmental 
factors.  They also study about the rights and responsibilities of citizenship in their 
communities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SOCIAL STUDIES LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 
 

I.  My COMMUNITY AND REGION TODAY 
 My urban, suburban, or rural community can be located on a map. 
 Urban, suburban, and rural communities differ from place to place. 
 Events, people, traditions, practices, and ideas make up my urban, suburban, 

or rural community. 
 Communities in the future may be different in many ways. 
 My urban, suburban, or rural community has changed over time. 
 Roles and responsibilities of families in rural, urban, and suburban 

communities change over time. 
 
II.  PEOPLE DEPENDING ON AND MODIFYING THE PHYSICAL 
ENVIRONMENT 

 Rural, urban, and suburban communities are influenced by geographic and 
environmental factors. 

 Lifestyles in rural, urban, and suburban communities are influenced by 
environmental and geographic factors. 

 
III. CHALLENGE OF MEETING NEEDS AND WANTS 

 Rural, urban, and suburban communities provide facilities and services to help 
meet the needs and wants of the people who live there. 

 People in rural, urban, and suburban communities are producers and 
consumers of goods and services. 

 People in rural, urban, and suburban communities must make choices due to 
unlimited needs and wants and limited resources. 

 
IV.  PEOPLE USING HUMAN, CAPITAL, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

 Rural, urban, and suburban communities collect taxes to provide services for 
the public benefit. 

 Rural, urban, and suburban communities make decisions about how to spend 
the taxes they collect. 

 
V.    ECONOMIC DECISION MAKING 

 Rural, urban, and suburban communities collect taxes to provide services for 
the public benefit. 

 Rural, urban, and suburban communities make decisions about how to spend 
the taxes they collect. 

 
VI.   SYMBOLS OF CITIZENSHIP 

 Citizenship includes an understanding of the significance of the flag of the 
United Sates of America, including an understanding about its display and 
use. 

 People living in urban, rural, and suburban communities celebrate various 
holidays. 



VII.  RIGHTS, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND ROLES OF CITIZENSHIP 
 People living in rural, urban, and suburban communities may have conflicts 

over rules, rights, and responsibilities. 
 Citizens can participate in decision making, problem solving, and conflict 

resolution. 
 
VIII. MAKING AND CHANGING RULES AND LAWS 

 People in rural, urban, and suburban communities develop rules and laws to 
govern and protect community members. 

 Our local communities have elected and appointed leaders who make, enforce, 
and interpret rules and laws. 



LEARNING STANDARDS FOR THE ARTS  
 

 
Standard 1: Creating, Performing and Participating in the Arts 

Students will actively engage in the processes that constitute creation and 
performance in the arts (dance, music, theatre, and visual arts) and 
participate in various roles in the arts. 

 
Standard 2: Knowing and Using Arts Materials and Resources 

Students will be knowledgeable about and make use of the materials and 
resources available for participation in the arts in various roles. 

 
Standard 3: Responding to and Analyzing Works of Art 

Students will respond critically to a variety of works in the arts, connecting 
the individual work to other works and to other aspects of human endeavor 
and thought. 

 
Standard 4: Understanding the Cultural Dimensions and Contributions of the Arts. 

Students will develop an understanding of the personal and cultural forces 
that shape artistic communication and how the arts in turn shape the diverse 
cultures of past and present society. 

 
 
 

                       



MUSIC PROGRAM GOAL 
 
 

 The Music Education Program strives to offer each student the opportunity to 
experience the excitement, which can be derived from a full range of musical endeavors.  
Through its integrated curriculum, students can expand their individual interests and 
abilities in the field of music.  Among its many objectives are: to expand the ability of 
each student to communicate through music, to acquaint the student with his/her musical 
heritage and to develop a sense of awareness and self-esteem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     

  
 
 
 



MUSIC LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 
 

I. MAKING MUSIC YOUR OWN 
 

 Children are taught simple songs related to the curriculum and/or holidays 
in an effort to afford them opportunities to experience the pleasure of 
group and individual singing. 

 Through the use of records, the piano, and a variety of simple rhythm 
instruments, children begin to develop a sense of rhythm. 

 Opportunities are also afforded to the children to use musical selections as 
a means of self-expression through simple interpretive dance sessions. 

 Auditory skills and social skills are developed through group participation 
in musical games. 

 An attempt is made to expose the children to a variety of classical works 
related to their age level and interest. 

 
II. TECHNICAL 
  

Match pitches; recognize tonal direction; sing with a natural pleasing timbre; 
develop a rhythmic sense (march or beat in time with music). 

   
       A.  Mechanics 

 Recognize tonal direction 
Identify ascending or descending scale line or melody line 

 Recognize rhythmic differences. 
Respond with body movements to march, waltz, rapid rhythmic 
passages (or slow ones). 

 Recognize high and low pitches. 
 Sing together.  Start working on intonation (broadly). 

 
B. Aesthetics 

 Use appropriate folk material from many cultures for musical 
games and class singing. 

 Use material in major and minor modes. 
 Use orchestral and monophonic listening music.  Have children 

identify rhythms.  (Use percussion instruments). 
 



ART PROGRAM GOALS 
 

1. To provide the children with exposure to and experimentation with all available 
media. 

2. To instruct children in the elementary use of materials. 
3. Provide children with opportunities to develop self-expression and creativity 

through art media. 
4. Use media to aid in developing eye/hand coordination, spatial relations, and 

visual perception. 
 

ART LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 
 

I.   UNDERSTANDING ART AND ARTISTS 
 Understand the characteristics of various mediums in order to select those that are 

appropriate for their purposes 
 Identify the electronic media as a means of expressing visual ideas 
 Be aware that cultural institutions (museums and galleries) and community 

opportunities (festivals) exist for looking at original art 
 Recognize careers in the arts 

 
II.  CREATIVE ART 

 Develop skills and foundations necessary to create two and three dimensional 
forms of art 

 Apply Elements of Art and Principles of Design in creating artwork 
 Select appropriate materials (media, tools and elements) in creating artwork 
 Draw and paint applying techniques to depict ideas, feelings and moods 
 Demonstrate the safe and appropriate use of materials 
 Work cooperatively in a group setting (sharing and showing respect for each 

other) 
 Identify the process for exhibiting artwork 
 Develop ideas and images through the exploration, creation of artworks based on 

themes, symbols, and events. 
 
III. RESPONDING TO AND ANALYZING WORKS OF ART 

 Reflect upon, interpret and evaluate works of art, using language of art criticism 
 Explain the visual and other sensory qualities (surface colors, textures, shapes and 

sizes) found in a wide variety of artworks 
 Explain the themes that are found in works of art and the artworks are related to 

other forms of art and expression in other disciplines mathematics, science, 
literature, social studies, etc. 

 
IV. MULTICULTURAL ASPECTS OF ART 

 Look at and discuss a variety of artwork and artifacts in local and world cultures 
as to discover some important ideas, issues and events of those cultures 

 Create artworks that show the influence of a particular culture 



 
V.  ASSESSMENT 

 Observation  
 Discussion  
 Display  
NEW YORK STATE LEARNING STANDARDS FOR HEALTH  

AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
 

Standard 1: Personal Health and Fitness 
Students will have the necessary knowledge and skills to establish and 
maintain physical fitness, participate in physical activity, and maintain 
personal health 

 
Standard 2: A Safe and Healthy Environment 

Students will acquire the knowledge and ability necessary to create and 
maintain a safe and healthy environment. 

 
Standard 3: Resource Management 

Students will understand and be able to manage their personal and 
community resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                  

 
 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
 

 The Physical Education Curriculum in the Miller Place School is a manifestation 
of a desire to use a child’s natural and societal inclinations toward physical activity and 
sorts as a means of facilitation the achievement of goals for higher than mere physical 
proficiency.  While it is true that motor proficiency to a child, is crucial factor in the 
development of self-respect, it is the self-respect with which we are primarily concerned 
and not so much the motor proficiency in itself. For it is upon the keystone of self-respect 
that we hope to build a human being capable of understanding his life’s purpose, 
knowledge of, and respect for, one’s self makes it more possible for one to know and 
respect other human beings – indeed all of humanity.  Hopefully, a child’s knowledge 
and respect for himself as well as other humans, will lead him to the realization that the 
service and improvement of mankind – wherever he finds the opportunity – can be the 
starting point for human happiness.  The Physical Education curriculum (both in its 
content and its methodology) in Miller Place shall strive toward the end described above. 

 
 

PRIMARY PHYSICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM GOALS 
 

 
1.  KNOWLEDGE OF ONE’S SELF shall be achieved by having the child become 

familiar with his capabilities and limitations, particularly with respect to his 
ability to cope with the physical environment as it is described by our society.  
The classes will be structured so as to guarantee a sanguine self-analysis. 

 
2. RESPECT FOR ONE’S SELF shall be made more likely by deliberate planning 

of the activities that will guarantee success for all at onetime or another.  Such a 
deliberate plan is NOT inconsistent with reality since a child’s appreciation of 
“reality” is incomplete (usually limited to the tangible and obvious).  To permit a 
child to experience unprotected “realism” at such an early age would be to 
guarantee a totally unrealistic appraisal of his humanity – many aspects of which 
cannot be known or appreciated at this early age.  The psychological scars 
incurred through such a false appraisal may well preclude any further proper 
appraisal of his human work – not just his physical ability. 

 
3. IMPROVEMENT OF ONE’S SELF serves to improve a child’s self-respect in 

the form of feed-back from comparison with his age-grade mates.  The child is 
given a change to increase his ability to handle his own body in the play 
environment of his age level; to increase his ability to handle objects used in the 
sports culture of American society; to increase his ability to operate in the social 
situation of the school.  If he can increase his ability in these areas without the 
teacher’s direct attention so much the better for the student’s appreciation of 
himself. 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 
 

Activities designed to familiarize the student with the gymnasium, introduction to 
Physical Education-rules and safety,  introduction to playground-rules and safety, 
and Motor Testing.  To achieve the following expectations, different activities 
take place.  These include: 

 
I. Activities and Discussions Designed to Familiarize the Student with the 

Component Parts of his Body (fitness circuit, etc.) 
 

 Names of the various parts, internal as well as external. 
 Dimensions of the various parts (primarily external) 

  1.  Actual dimensions 
  2.  Relative dimensions (comparison with other parts) 

 Limits of movement of the various parts 
 Uses of the various parts in assisting other parts 
 Activities to strengthen specific body parts 

 
 

II.        Experiencing the Capabilities of their Bodies in relation to: (Basic 
Locomotor Skills                          

Advanced) 
 
A.  SPACE DISTANCE TIME 

 Counter clockwise running 
 Clockwise running 
 Run forward (a. Baby steps; b. moderate steps) 
 Cross over step start 
 Run backwards and forwards 
 Starts-turn (right and left) and run away from the way you were facing 

(pivot) 
 Hop, step, jump 
 Lunge step for balance and power 
 Run, mark time, run forward 
 Skate, stride forward and backwards 
 Run-bounce-roll right and roll left 
 Gallop, skip, slide, hop-basic locomotor skills 



       B.  STATIONARY OBJECTS AND TERRAIN FEATURES 
        (Track & Field) 
 

 High knee running 
 Long extended stride running 
 Side to side weight shift stationary 
 Zig Zag runs 
 Up and down hill steps 

 
 C.  GRAVITY 
 

 Run 1 leg take off – 2 leg stop dead 
 One step feet together jump vertical 
 Two foot take off 
 High knee jump to chest 

 
III.      Experiencing the Capabilities of their Bodies in Dealing with Moving Objects 

(balls, bean bags, balloons, shuttlecocks, etc.) 
 
 A.  Propelling: 
       Throw/Strike 
       Hand/Foot 
  1.  Distance-great, small  1.  Stride, switch step, stride (throw) 
  2.  Target-large, small, low, high 2.  Side hop: step: switch rear to 

front  
             (throw) 
 
IV. Experiencing Capabilities of His Body When Confronted with the 

Movements and Aspirations of Other Students 
 
 A.  “New Games” – various tag games (locomotor skills) 
 B.    Scooter activities 
 C.    Partner activities 
 
 
V.  Experiencing the Capabilities of their Bodies in Dealing with Space, Gravity, 

Balance Strength 
 
 A.  Gymnastics activities 

 Rings 
 Ropes 
 Balance beam 
 Vault box 
 Basic stunts 
 Tumbling 



NEW YORK STATE  
LEARNING STANDARDS FOR HEALTH 

 
STANDARD 1: Personal Health and Fitness 

Students will have the necessary knowledge and skills to establish 
and maintain physical fitness, participate in physical activity, and 
maintain personal health. 
 

STANDARD 2: A Safe and Healthy Environment 
Students will acquire the knowledge and ability necessary to create 
and        maintain a safe and healthy environment. 

 
STANDARD 3: Resource management 

Students will understand and be able to manage their personal and 
community resources. 

 

              



HEALTH EDUCATION 
 

 The Health Education program on the elementary level is designed to be an 
integral part of the curriculum and an essential element in the growth of the child.  The 
goals of the program focus on both the traditional and current issues, which affect the 
health and well being of the student.  The health program strives to provide the basis of 
healthful living for each student, to provide each student with meaningful health 
experiences and to provide an atmosphere, which will foster good health practices. 
 

HEALTH LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 
 
I.   DRUGS, ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO 

 List examples of who should give medicines to children 
 Recognize that medicines are drugs and could be harmful to one’s body 
 Understand the basic function of the heart and lungs 

 
II.  NUTRITION 

 Recognize that eating enough of the right food helps keep the body working 
properly 

 Recognize different foods are necessary for proper growth and health 
 
III. DENTAL HEALTH 

 Explain the correct procedure for brushing teeth 
 Identify necessary times for brushing 
 Recognize the importance of a yearly dental check-up 
 Recognize role of refined carbohydrates in formation of cavities 

 
IV. SAFETY 

 Discuss how the senses keep us safe 
 Discuss safety rules regarding strangers 

 
V.  COMMUNICABLE DISEASES/AIDS 

 Differentiate between communicable and non-communicable disease 
 Define communicable disease and discuss which of the listed are easy to get and 

which are hard to get 
 Discuss ways to prevent disease: annual checkups, safety at home, play, etc., 

using good judgment 
 List measures to reduce the risk of spreading communicable disease: covering 

mouth when coughing or sneezing, washing hands, immunization 
 
VI. ASSESSMENT 

 Group discussions  
 Evaluation of materials  
 Role playing  



LIBRARY MEDIA 
 
 

 The Library Media program supports and enhances individual student needs and 
interests.  It is a keystone for quality education.  Its goals and objectives are consistent 
with school wide activities, which enrich and implement the learning standards as written 
in curriculum guide. Through its wide variety of resources it encourages each student to 
achieve to the optimum of his/her potential as a learner, as a citizen and as a human 
being.  With each student as the center of focus, it strives to develop a curiosity and 
eagerness for life-long learning as well as to develop the ability to examine ideas 
constructively and creatively.  The library media program will remain flexible in order to 
accommodate the ever-changing role of technology in education. 
 

LIBRARY MEDIA PROGRAM 
 
 

A sequential instructional program that will be: 
 

a. designed to match the developmental stages and specific 
library and information needs of pupils at each grade level 

b. structured to teach the location and interpretation skills 
necessary to develop freedom of selection, evaluation, and the 
discriminate use of information sources 

c. integrated with the content areas of the curriculum 
d.   supplemented by extensive individual use of the library media 

center  
                      which will encourage an appreciation of fine literature and a  

                    commitment to education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                       



 



LIBRARY MEDIA  LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 
 
 
I.   LOCATION SKILLS 
 
     A.  Organization of Materials 

 
 Knows that materials in the library media have a specific order. 
 Is developing an understanding of own part in keeping materials in order. 

 
II.  INTERPRETATION SKILLS 
 
 A.  Evaluation and Selection Techniques 
 

 Knows that the library media center has books to borrow and use. 
 Knows that many children of all ages use the library media center. 
 Can choose a book with assistance from the library media specialist. 
 Can take proper care of the books borrowed. 
 Can follow circulation procedures. 

 
B.  Listening and Viewing Skills 

  
 Is developing the ability to attend to the sights and sounds of storytelling. 
 Is developing ability to respond to what is seen and heard. 

 
      C.  Literature Appreciation 
 

 Knows there are many story books and picture books in the library media 
center. 

 Has some favorite books and main characters. 
 

 


